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SUBJECT: COPEI CANDIDATE' S VIEWS ON BIRTH CONTROL FOR VENEZUELA 
REF: CARACAS 5524 

AT LUNCHEON TODAY, COPEYANO PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
LORENZO FERNANDEZ VOLUNTEERED WITH GREAT EMPHASIS 
HIS OPINION THAT BIRTH CONTROL WOULD BE INJURIOUS 
TO VENEZUELAN DEVELOPMENT. HE CRIED, " WE ARE 
PRESENTLY 12 MILLION PEOPLE; IF WE WENT DOWN TO SIX MILLION 
PEOPLE, MATTERS WOULD BE DOUBLY WORSE; AND IF WE WENT UP 
TO 23 MILLION PEOPLE, WE WOULD STILL HAVE UNLIMITED HECTARES 
OF LAND TO FILL." 
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